
 
 

Joint declaration of the NABU (Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union) 
steering committee and of the Loro Parque Fundación (LPF) 

 
NABU and LPF hereby agree to establish a close cooperation and partnership on the 
basis of the following statements: 
 

1. LPF and NABU respect the objectives of the other party respectively to nature 
and species conservation and environmental education. 
Both parties state explicitly the need of scientific captive animal management on 
the basis of the World –Zoo and Aquarium Conservation Strategy of the World 
Associations of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) and of the Conservation 
Breeding Specialist Group of the IUCN-Species Survival Commission. 
NABU and LPF plead for forms of animal husbandry which are appropriate to 
the species and respect animal welfare. 

 
2. The great potential for environmental education that zoos and aquaria feature by 

having worldwide at least 600 million visitors per year, offers the unique chance 
to sensitise people from all classes for action for and goals of nature and species 
conservation. Zoos acting as centres of environmental education hereby form an 
essential supporting pillar for environmental education. Against this background 
LPF and NABU call their members, member groups and colleague institutions 
for reinforced cooperation between zoos and aquaria and appropriate 
governmental and non-governmental entities. The “Local Agenda 21” may 
hereby serve as an adequate frame. 

 
3. NABU and LPF will cooperate to combine ex-situ conservation measures (e.g. 

within the bounds of the European Breeding Programmes) with species and 
habitat conservation measures on site (in-situ). As part of the cooperation, 
NABU and LPF will agree on the inclusion of „flagship-species“ for 
conservation activities and determined projects. 

 
4. NABU and LPF approve an effective species protection legislation on the basis 

of the CITES agreement and the EU-wide and nationally applying species 
protection laws.  
They endorse the adequate execution of the species protection law. Furthermore 
they plead for stopping the import of animals from the wild, as far as those run 
contrary to requirements of animal welfare and maxims of sustainable use of 
natural resources.  

 
Tenerife,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President of LPF, Wolfgang Kiessling Chairman of NABU, Olaf Tschimpke 


