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2000 ? 

Distribution of the wolf in Italy in 
2012 transmitted to the European 
Commission in 2014 by Report on 
the status and trends of priority 
species 

Boitani et al 2010 Compensation payments for wolf 
predation on livestock in Italy - distribution 2010 

Wolf distribution (grey shade) in Italy in 2010. The 

internal lines indicate the regional boundaries.. 

 

Boitani, L., Ciucci, P., and  Raganella-Pelliccioni, E. 

2010. Ex-post compensation payments for wolf 

predation on livestock in Italy: a tool for conservation? 

Wildlife Research 37: 722-730. 





In Abruzzo Region the wolf never disappeared. 



‘70s 

Noughties 



THE WOLF IN MAJELLA NATIONAL PARK 

The Majella National Park is a protected area of the central Appennines.  

75.000 hectares, extended from 200 m to 2800 m above see level. 

Here there are 11 resident packs living inside and outside the Park boundaries. 



STANDARDIZED PROCEDURE OF 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 

- Cause of death 

- Presence and farm assistance 

- Rapid and effective compensation 

- Limitation degree of discretionary 

power 

- Understanding the context and 

vulnerability 

- Planning prevention measures 

- Defining the needs of coexistence 

 

 





Monthly distribution of wolf predation on sheep and goats
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wolf predations on sheep and goats: weather conditions and predation time
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The most affected months 

July - October 

Weather conditions and times on the day 

- Rain/fog in the afternoon 

- Clear in the night time 
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Pred. < 5 heads 

Bushlands in the afternoon 

Open grazing lands in the night time 

- Rain/fog in the afternoon 

- Clear in the night time 
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+ Open grazing lands in the night time 
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 what seem to be determinant factors for the happening of “multiple killing” events are 
the management variables 

- 100% of animals preyed during night outside any fence was abandoned at the 
moment of attack 

- 73,7% of heads preyed in metallic fence and the 100% of those preyed in electric 
fence was protected by an inadequate number of dogs (less 1 dog for 100 
heads) 



What kind of prevention? 





 







-Grazing domestic animals in MNP 

6000-7000 sheep/goats, 

500-700 cattle, 

400-500 horses 

-€ 40.000/year economic compensation 

-Paltry role of domestic animals in the 

maintenance of wolf packs 

 



 Scat analyses  n. 517 

3100 km  

Wild boar: 67% 

Roe deer: 13.3% 

Red deer: 9% 0
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PNM 

Anno 2007-2008

250   
Wild boar 76% 

Roe deer 11% 

Red deer 4% 

223   
Wild boar 58% 

Roe deer 15% 

Red deer 11% 
Territori dei branchi lupo 

Escrementi lupo 





Captures and GPS Telemetry 







Pack % inside the 

Park 

% outside the 

Park 

Morrone 62 38 

Monte Corvo 54 46 

I territori limitrofi si incastrano l’uno con l’altro e in ogni area vuota siamo poi stati in grado di stabilire la presenza di un altro branco







Grazing areas 

Den and rendez vous area 

Sheep Fold 

Morrone Pack 



Grazing area 

Den and rendez vous area







Garbage dump 

Private Kennel 

Free ranging dogs refuges 

Farms 

Town Center 



PACK I D Y CDV CAV-1  CPV EHR LEI SH LEPT CHV 

MORRONE F1 2010 1:64 1:256 1:256  Neg.(<1:50) Neg.(<1:80) Neg.(<1:100) Neg.(<1:2) 

AVO M1 2011 1:8 1:16 1:256  Neg.(<1:50) Neg.(<1:80) Neg.(<1:100) 1:32 





 

12 stray dogs were captured by  fences or teleanestesia especially in the area (critical area) where the main stray-dogs groups live and where we also have data of wolf presence (Petra). Blood samples were collected for sierological investigations. 
First results show positivity to CDV and CPV of dogs from critical area (co.ge.sa)

Sanitary survey also on dogs carcasses (3)







 

The Park and the farmers 
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16% 11% 
10% 

7% 

5% 
4% 

4% 2% 2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 
0% vendita del prodotto, basso valore e

non competitività
manodopera specializzata

mancanza di strutture zootecniche
(stalle, stazzi, abbeveratoi ecc.)
costi di produzione elevati (compresi
alimentazione)
controllo del bestiame al pascolo

vincoli ambientali per le strutture

disagi climatici

scarsa tutela da parte dalle istituzioni

frazionamento dei terreni

cinghiali per danni alle colture

disagi dati dal territorio

isolamento sociale

premi scarsi

gestione aziendale e lavoro
continuativo

most important management problems for a farming activity on mountain terrain 

(Majella National Park, n. 22 farmers, 2012) 



A new wolf/ hum an interface 



… and now we have 

another project for you, 

human dimension bla 

bla….radiocollar….bla bla 

attitude towards 

wolf…..damage prevention 

…blablablablabla…. 

Oh…leave 

me in peace 

please! 
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